Pharmacologic management of neonatal cerebral ischemia and hemorrhage: old and new directions.
New developments in pharmacologic management of cerebral ischemia and hemorrhage are reviewed. A number of agents with diverse modes of action have now been shown to be neuroprotective in adult and neonatal animal models when administered either before or after a hypoxic-ischemic insult. As experience improves with these agents in hypoxic-ischemic injury and periventricular-intraventricular hemorrhage in human neonates, there is reason to be optimistic that effective neuroprotective strategies will soon be clinically available.